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Honourable Speaker and Deputy Speaker Hon Dr Makhurupetje and Tebogo Mamorobela
Premier Dr Phophi Ramathuba and EXCO members
Chief Whip of the Legislature Hon Mokgonyane

Leadership of the Ruling Party, African National Congress Vha Musanda Reuben
Madhadze

Leaders of the Opposition Parties

All Hon members in the house

Executive Mayors, Mayors and Speakers

Limpopo House of Traditional Leaders, Led by Hosi Ngove

Officials from the National and provincial Department of Agriculture and Rural

Development

Representatives from the Department of Land Reform and Rural Development
All sector organisations

Business communities

Distinguished Guests

Ladies and Gentlemen

Lotshani, avuxeni. ndi matsheroni, thobela!!l

Honourable Speaker, it is my distinct honour to rise before this August House to table
the 2026/27 Budget Vote 4 for the Limpopo Department of Agriculture and Rural
Development. The budget we are tabling Honourable speaker is more than a financial
ledger; it is a strategic statement of purpose. It is not merely a collection of figures, but a
definitive plan to realise our vision of a united, prosperous, and productive agricultural

sector.
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We remain steadfast in building sustainable rural communities where agriculture serves
as the heartbeat of local economies. Our mission is resolute: we will aggressively promote
economic growth and food security through a dual-track strategy of sustainable
agricultural practices and robust entrepreneurship development. We are ensuring that our
farmers transition from subsistence to commercial success, guided by our core values of
integrity, accountability, and a people-first approach. We are not just funding projects; we

are investing in the dignity and resilience of the people of Limpopo.

Honourable Speaker, agriculture remains the backbone of civilisation. Globally, it is the
foundation upon which humanity thrives; in Africa, it is the lifeblood of our communities,
with approximately 70% of the population depending on this sector for their livelihoods.
Yet, we face systemic challenges of climate change, the global geopolitical tensions
severely affecting South African agriculture by increasing farmers operational costs of
which our province has not been spared. Farmers are struggling to recover from the
devastating impact of the floods, which have destroyed crops, livestock, and
infrastructure. It's clear that our response will require a clear partnership and social

compact inclusive to our traditional leaders.

We are firmly aligned with the national mandate of inclusive and sustainable economic
growth. During the 2026 State of the Nation Address, His Excellency President Cyril
Ramaphosa underscored this role, noting that our sector is expanding rapidly as the
world's second-largest citrus exporter and opening new markets from avocados to
livestock. This vision is sharpened by the 2026 State of the Province Address, where
Honourable Members will recall Premier Dr Phophi Ramathuba’s bold trajectory for
agricultural industrialisation and the massive rollout of modern implements to ensure

Limpopo’s soil yields the employment our people deserve.
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Programme 1: Administration
Honourable Speaker

The Department is focused on building a capable, ethical, and developmental state.

During the previous financial year, the Department strengthened human capital through
targeted recruitment and skills development. The recent report by STATS SA indicates
the rise of unemployment rate to 32.7% in the 1st quarter of 2026 from 31.4% in the 4th
quarter of 2025 up by 1.3%, with the number of youth unemployment rising by 45.8%.
This is a call for concern that needs urgent attention.

The department has appointment more youth at entry level for them to acquire skills at
work while also bolstering institutional capacity to enhance efficiency.

We have formalised partnerships with various institutions of higher learning, in order to
enhance requisite skills and capacity building.

In 2025\26 FY, the department has appointed 129 funded vacant posts, and 135 young
unemployed graduates. In this current F/Y the department has placed 115 graduates at
various farms in the Province like Risana and Nemabaka Poultry to acquire practical skills
and transition into self-employed labour.

In addressing shortage of critical scarce skills, the department has awarded 7 external
bursaries to veterinary and engineering disciplines and 25 employees through AgriSETA
skills development program respectively.

We are proud to report that this financial year the National department of Agriculture and
Rural Development has budgeted for the absorption of 85 internship learners in our
province for animal health technicians positions also to accommodate tools of trade to
augment capacity in our endeavour to contain the scourge of Foot and Mouth disease
following the classification of the outbreak as the National Disaster.

We have also appointed 42 Assistant Extension officers in 2025/26 FY. The
pronouncement of His Excellency President Cyril Ramaphosa during the state of the
nation address to deploy 10,000 new extension officers to support farmers and improve
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agricultural productivity, will give rise to many opportunities for young people to be
employed in this Province.

We are delighted to state that the Provincial Treasury has formally approved the filling in
of 212 vacant positions for 2026/27 financial year, with an annual budget allocation
of R95.105 million. This expansion of our workforce will respond to our vital agricultural
mandates and drive rural economic transformation. In addressing employment equity
targets, currently, women occupy 41% of Senior Management Services, and 1.72%
representation for persons with disabilities amidst staff turnover.

Honourable speaker, The Department budget expenditure performance showed an
upward trend, rising from 98% in the 2024/2025 fiscal year to a robust 99.3% in 2025/2026
FY. This is within the acceptable norm in line with the PFMA. This improvement
underscores a more efficient allocation of resources and enhanced fiscal discipline
indicating that we are in motion and available to deliver services to our people. The

department has also paid 99.8% of valid invoices within 30 days.

Honourable Speaker, the weight of this sector is immense. According to the Stats SA
GDP report of March 2026, the primary agricultural sector surged by 17.4% over the
calendar year, acting as a primary engine of South Africa's resilience. Locally, agriculture
contributes 2.3% to the provincial GDP and accounts for 7.6% of national output.
Crucially, this translates to jobs. By the end of 2025, agricultural employment in Limpopo

supported nearly 98,000 livelihoods, representing over 10% of our provincial workforce.

Programme 2: Sustainable Resource Use and Management
Honourable Speaker

The Department has appropriated R155,5 million for Sustainable Resource Use and
Management for the 2026/2027 FY.
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This budget is tabled at a time when our province is reeling from the recent floods that
ravaged some parts of the province and have left a trail of destruction, affecting
communities, businesses, and infrastructure. We are proactively addressing the severe
impact of droughts and floods that affected more than 250 farmers with the cost estimated

at R75,9 million for Disaster Recovery.

An amount of R25 million was made available by the Provincial Treasury to assist 21
farmers in the Waterberg area to recover from the damage caused by floods in March
2025. Subsequently, 294 farmers who were severely affected by 2026 January floods,
benefited from the department’s savings of R15,9 million for emergency disaster relief
response. The department was able to rehabilitate FIFTEEN earth dams including

Buffelshoek and Lenes.

Honourable speaker, President Cyril Ramaphosa has highlighted green economy as a
central pillar of South Africa’s industrial strategy, stating that we must harness the sun
and the wind to secure our energy future and drive sustainable growth. In response to
this pronouncement, Limpopo Province is leveraging on its all-round warm climate by
installing solar power infrastructure to projects in all the five Districts. To list but few,
Kgapane Natures Produce in Sekhukhune District, Tanana Matiko, Madikhabetshe,
Thabina, ltumeleng, Anius Eden and Majeje citrus in Mopani District, Theatre Animal
farm and TK and family in Capricorn District can proudly attest to that while the Tafelkop
Farmer’s association (Hereford) irrigation scheme enjoy the usage of natural gravity
irrigation to drive energy savings. A total of 610 producers are currently implementing

climate smart agricultural technologies.

Honourable speaker,

The Department cleared 1 721 hectares of alien and invasive plants and fenced 62
kilometres of the designated areas to improve the grazing conditions while 2 600

Hectares will be rehabilitated this financial year.
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The interventions contributed to Public Employment Programme, thus creating 2 927
green jobs, comprising of 1 454 women, 1 499 youth and 103 persons with disabilities, a
meaningful injection into rural households’ income and local economies. In this FY, 1 600
jobs will be created and employ 270 participants through green jobs initiatives thus putting

South Africa to work through public employment programs.

For the department to invest in infrastructure, we are committing to support producers
with 47 agricultural infrastructural projects and further rehabilitate 30 earth dams across
the province for 2026/2027 FY. The refurbishment of the Metz dam in the Maruleng
Municipality is at an advanced stage to be completed this financial year to meet the

required safety standards.

Programme 3: Agricultural Producer Support and Development
Honourable Speaker

The cornerstone of our Departmental mandate is the strategic investment in Agricultural
Producer Support and Development, for which R813,5 million has been appropriated for
the current FY. In direct alignment with the Premier’s State of the Province Address and

our commitment to social justice through agrarian reform.

This allocation represents 42% of our total budget, with the objective to tackle the high
cost of living, create jobs, reduce, unemployment and push back the frontiers of poverty
through the augmentation of local food production and upscaling of our small-scale

producers to the commercial farmers.

In the 2025/26 FY, the Department has spent R253,1 million of the allocated
Comprehensive Agricultural Support Programme (CASP) budget, supporting 81 projects

of infrastructure projects and has trained 1 344 farmers in credit and non-credit bearing.

We have also spent R83,6 million in support 3 918,6 ha of land with various inputs and
mechanisation covering 10 621 subsistence farmers and 734 smallholder producers
which translates into 10 780 job opportunities benefiting by 2 757 Males; 6 669 Female;

1215 Youth and 67 persons with disabilities through agricultural farmer support initiatives.
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Honourable Speaker

Our work is visible across all five districts. For 2025/26 FY we have supported Tshiombo
and Shikwane irrigation schemes in Vhembe and Sekhukhune Districts respectively,
Modika in Capricorn and Rahlagane grapevine in Sekhukhune. The support also
stretched to Mohlakamosoma cooperative in Mopani and SL & Sons Poultry Farming in
Waterberg with other Environmentally Controlled Broiler Houses in Sekhukhune and
Vhembe Districts, completed and ready to supply Lebowakgomo Abattoirs the much-

needed hope for secondary production.

With the same breath, we are now scaling these successes to a female farmer in
Waterberg who is thriving in crop production through precision farming using advanced
technology equipment. The department has led the cutting of ribbon for the brand-new
Tractor and its implements in this farm through farmer support Mechanisation Subsidy.
Similarly, with Mazeli farming in Capricorn and Matika farming in Vhembe Districts. For
the 2026/2027 FY, 13 applications have been assessed and approved for this subsidy

upon adding 20% own contribution.

We are pleased to announce the allocation of 20 hectares of land to expand in the already
productive land to our award-winning young woman farmer Wendy Moshakga by Kgoshi
Moloto the 3. Already 3 hectares of the land is developed and awaiting the finalisation

of EIA to develop the remaining 17 hectares in this FY.

Our visibility stretched to the disability cooperatives at Tanani Matiko Disabled
Multipurpose Primary Agriculture in Mopani and Kopano Disabled Project in Sekhukhune.
The latter has now graduated to Commercial Status and will remain in our support list to

sustain its operation.

Honourable Speaker, for 2026/27 FY the Department has through CASP allocated
R314,2 million. This is to drive production of which, R101,1 million is dedicated to

investing in infrastructure by providing support to the irrigation systems, packhouses,
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water reservoirs, livestock handling facilities, and poultry infrastructure across all districts
in the province including local agro-processing to increase opportunities for value-adding,

job creation and foreign exchange earnings.

The high cost of living is s a daily struggle for many. The Department has supported 2
500 households with food production initiatives. This demonstrates that the food security
intervention by the Department had positive impact, supported by Stats SA,2025,
highlighting Limpopo as one of the lowest rates of severe food insecurity in South Africa,
at 5.9%.

We are not only concerned at household level our good story to tell is also visible in
schools that are benefiting through the partnership with the MEC Leruli-Ramakganya in
the department of education. To mention but few, 4 schools across the province were
supported with fruit trees and vegetable seed packages. A total of 27 ECDs were
supported with fruit trees and vegetable seed packages and 5 were supported with water

tanks and stands while another 37 ECDs will be supported in this F/Y.

We have also supported Dimani Agricultural High School with 1 000-capacity broiler
house and officially handed over a state-of-the-art 1 200 capacity egg layer house project
to Merensky Agricultural Academy. Another good story to tell is the official handing over
of the greenhouse constructed by the learners themselves in Fhulofhelo Special School
with the materials procured by the Department of Agriculture and Rural Development to
complete the long unfinished structure and the project is now yielding a positive result in

terms of crop production.

Honourable Speaker, The Department will undertake a comprehensive audit of irrigation
schemes across the province. Many of these schemes are currently underutilised or non-
functional. Through this programme, a total of R2,5 million has been set aside to complete
eight (08) plot packing sheds at Tafelkop Farmers Association project known as Hereford
Irrigation Scheme. Tswime Agricultural Primary Cooperative (Mphaila Irrigation Scheme)

will receive R500 000 to start with Geotechnical studies.
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In advancing the Premier’s call of action in this FY, the Department will support 18

functional irrigation schemes with tractors and implements to yield more productivity.

Honourable Speaker, a significant policy shift has been the inclusion of Traditional
Leaders in the farmer support framework. By formally integrating Traditional Leaders we
will strengthen the critical role they play in land allocation, community development and

enhance partnerships with local sphere of government.

As a start we will provide support to 27 Traditional Leaders across the province who

applied and qualified for famer support.

Honourable speaker, 50 farmers earmarked for commercialization are supported to
attain necessary accreditation to meet both domestic and global markets. The
Department has also adopted the Smallholder Empowerment and Promotion (SHEP)
extension approach which will empower 150 farmers to adopt “grow to sell” model unlike
the traditional method of “grow and sell”, integrating farmers into the broader agricultural
value chain, linking them to fresh produce markets, agro-processing and export

opportunities.

The recently signed MOU with the Department of Education is a milestone to empower
farmers at all levels by supplying their products through the National School Nutrition
Programme assisting them to move beyond unpredictable local trade and gain access to

a consistent, high-volume buyer.

Programme 4: Veterinary Services.
Honourable speaker

A fiscal appropriation of R251,8 million has been designated for Veterinary Services for
2026/2027 FY. This allocation is instrumental in fortifying our biosecurity framework

against systemic threats.
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During 2025/26 FY, 21 cases of Canine Rabies were reported, with the majority occurred
in Vhembe district. The Department successfully vaccinated 61,301 dogs and cats across

the province.

To combat livestock theft, in collaboration with SAPS, the Department continues to Brand
Mark Certificates under the Animal Identification Act No. 06 of 2002 to ensure traceability

and recovery.

On the Foot and Mouth Disease front, the province is classified as a low risk with only 63
cases since the outbreak of the disease in December 2025. The Department through the
veterinary services is hard at work to contain the disease through stringent surveillance
and awareness campaigns in all the districts. To date, Limpopo received a total of 431
680 doses of vaccine. The Department is working with private sector to accelerate the
vaccination programme. To date, animals vaccinated is 203 576 and the process is

ongoing.

The vaccination was also extended to the reported cases of goats and pigs in our

Province.

While the national strategy targets a coverage of 70% to 80%, our provincial objective is
to achieve a comprehensive vaccination rate of 99% by December 2026. We urgently
appeal to all farmers to continue strictly to adhere to animal movement control protocols

and biosecurity measures.

Despite these headwinds, our Veterinary Services facilitated market access and export
growth. We issued 1564 Veterinary Export Certificates, registered seven (07) new
exporting facilities in 2025/26, and three (03) have already commenced with exports.
Vencor Abattoir has accessed Seychelles and Mauritius and is negotiating with Ghana

while Saudi-Arabia is ready to open its gates for exports.
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Programme 5: Research and Technology Development Services
Honourable Speaker

The province’s agricultural trajectory is propelled by a strategic commitment to Agricultural

Research and Technology Development, for which R121,1 million has been appropriated.
Hemp has been identified as a sunrise industry to contribute to the economic growth.

As we advance in this sector, we are guided by the vision shared by Bob Marley during
his 27 April 1979 interview aired on the Australian Broadcasting Corporation, who

famously affirmed that “this herb is for the healing of the nation”.

Through our ongoing research into hemp adaptability and the formalisation of our
Implementation Plan, we aim to unlock the medicinal and economic healing this industry

offers by turning a natural resource into a sustainable pillar of provincial growth.

Limpopo has 126 hemp permit holders, fifteen (15) of them were supported with seeds in
all the districts for piloting purposes and we are proud to report that our farmers have

achieved good germination rates above 85%.

An allocation of R5 million in the 2026/27 FY has been set aside to provide more support

to this industry including the feasibility study.

The Department has also developed a new breeding technology with the use of oestrus
synchronization in improving the reproductive performance of our communal sheep and

goats and we have just started rolling out this project to our communal farmers.

With the same breath, we will be reintroducing the Afrikaner Cattle Breed in our Research

Stations to use this crossbreeding for adaptive seed stock.

Honourable Speaker

During the Woman’s month we had the privilege to celebrate a milestone in urban
agriculture with the remarkable women pensioners within the City of Polokwane and the
periphery where the permaculture is practiced at its best. We have witnessed the food

security, nutrition, and socio-economic development happening in their backyards to
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eradicate poverty and malnutrition. | am talking about pensioners from Bendor, Flora
Park, Penina Park, lvy Park, Broadlands, Seshego and Mankweng who are cooperatively
organised and receiving the technical support from our department, University of
Limpopo, ARC and Water Research Commission for both primary and secondary

production.

The MOU'’s signed with these institutions combine efforts towards providing technical and
scientific solutions to prevent the risk of diseases and pest outbreak associated with
climate change. The Department is finalising the research in developing the Fodder Bank
to build internal capacity to produce and preserve fodder so that we can be able to

respond timeously during droughts and veld fires.

Programme 6: Agricultural Economic Services.
Honourable Speaker,

To facilitate deeper integration within the value chain, a fiscal appropriation of R93,1
million has been designated for Agricultural Economics Services. This allocation is central
to coordinating the Revitalisation of Agriculture and Agro-Processing Value Chain
initiatives. In alignment with the Premier’s commitment to the Zebediela Citrus Estate, we
have officially formalised a strategic partnership between the Bjatladi Communal Property
Association and the WIPHOLD NGO TRUST. For the 2026/27 FY, a fiscal allocation of
R30 million has been designated to catalyse the revival of this estate. Work on the ground

is already yielding positive results.

The electric perimeter fence is installed,124 hectares of land is prepared for the white
beans that is currently cultivated and 500 hectares of land is receiving attention for further
preserving our core citrus heritage. This revival has already created 52 immediate jobs
for the local community, and an off-take agreement has been established with Tiger
Brands to ensure a guaranteed Market. The involvement of Traditional Leadership of Ga-

Kgosi Kekana played a significant role, “Sealeboga Ga- Moshate, Mandebele manye”
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Honourable Speaker, the Majeje Citrus project will reach its conclusion in 2026/27 FY
with the final orchard plantings, demonstrating the efficacy of development partnerships.
To date the project has created 40 permanent jobs of which 9 are females, 31 are males

and 9 are youth. This project will further create 350 seasonal jobs at full production.

Simultaneously, the Makgoba Dieplaagte Project is transforming 95 hectares into high-
quality export avocado production, Senzi Avomacs Farming in Vhembe will expand in
macadamia and avocado by 50 hectares per enterprise. The Department has approved
the comprehensive mechanisation subsidy in 2025/26 FY while the irrigation designs is

ear marked for 2027/28 FY as multiyear projects.

These initiatives will underscore our commitment to agro-processing and blended finance,
ensuring that we no longer export raw produce but instead retain value and employment

within provincial borders.

Honourable Speaker, 189 agribusinesses received marketing support while 3 249 clients
were supported with business plans benefiting women, youth and 11 persons with

disabilities.

Programme 7: Agricultural Education and Training
Honourable Speaker,

The Department has designated a fiscal appropriation of R175,6 million for the 2026/27
financial year for Agricultural Education and Training. The revitalisation of the structures
in Tompi Seleka and Madzivhandila Colleges of Agriculture. Together with the recently
appointed Board members will assist these institutions to continue offering the curriculum
relevant to the current economies bridging the traditional farming techniques with digital
technology, agribusiness management and climate smart practices to address food

security, export growth and rural development.

We are pleased to announce that 110 students have graduated with Diplomas while 162

students received Certificates in Agriculture through Recognition of Prior Learning.
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In this financial year, the two Colleges will be training 600 farmers for skills development

in Agricultural Sector.

Honourable Speaker, | was honoured to have witnessed, the recent official opening of
the Mathuba Farming Academy in Makhado, Vhembe District. Meant to transfer practical
skills to various learners from the universities and farmers across their categories. This is
the initiative by Emmanuel Mudau, a renowned stud breeder specialising in Savanna
goats, indigenous Velsds goats and the developed Bosvelder sheep and chickens. This
is a remarkable story from a backyard to a globally recognised centre of excellence,
specializing in high quality, fertle and adoptable livestock. Mathuba Genetics also
extended the support to Tshilwavusiku Special School by donating a ram and ewe for this

indigenous breed and training of 2 educators in the same school.

Programme 8: Rural Development
Honourable Speaker,

The Department places the restoration of dignity through land and rural transformation at
the very core of its mission to deepen social justice. It mandates a shift from planning to
visible execution, specifically through accelerating land reform and the handover of title
deeds to ensure that the People Shall Govern not just in spirit, but through the tangible
ownership of their ancestral heritage. This budget for Rural Development directly
implements our focus to build a vibrant, inclusive rural economy where land ownership

serves as the foundation for economic inclusive and food security for every household.

Honourable Speaker for 2026/27 FY, the department has allocated R6,0 million for
coordinating and implementing the Integrated Rural Development program throughout
the department. It is through these strategic investments and partnerships with our
farmers, business and traditional leaders that the inclusive growth will be realised and

transform rural livelihoods.
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As | conclude Honourable Speaker, allow me to acknowledge the Portfolio Committee
chaired by Honourable Bella Kupa Mabuza for the oversight and continued support, which
contributes to improve accountability and service delivery in the sector. The Standing
Committee on Public Accounts for keeping us on our toes and for ensuring accountability
and efficient use of the public resources. My sincere appreciation also goes to compact
of farming communities, labour and the citizens of Limpopo province for their ongoing

support, putting food production on the rise.

| salute the African National Congress the mighty ANC and the Limpopo Province Premier
Dr. Phophi Ramathuba for the organisational guidance in advancing developmental
priorities. Team Limpopo Department of Agriculture and Rural Development led by the
Head of Department, Me Mpho Abigail Mashamba, who steered this ship since her
appointment with effect from 01 August 2025. | wish to express my sincere appreciation

to her for her leadership and commitment to strengthening the work of the Department.

| am grateful to my beloved family for their continued support, and for allowing me to serve

the people of Limpopo.
Let us grow agriculture. Let us grow Limpopo together.

Hon Members, | have the pleasure to thank Hon Majomane - Makua Asnad and Hon
Matlou Lesoafo for tilling their backyard gardens and harvested the produce using the
seeds that the Department of Agriculture and Rural Development provided as a token of

appreciation last year during the budget speech to promote food security.

It is on this spirit that today | offer honourable members these seeds again to continue

the food security program. The QR Code is included in the bag for planting instructions.

| hereby table the 2026/27 FY Budget for Vote 4 for the Limpopo Department of Agriculture

and Rural Development.

| thank you.

16|Page



SUMMARY BUDGET ALLOCATION OF VOTE 4 OF THE 2026/27 DEPARTMENT OF
AGRICULTURE AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT

Programme 2026/27 Percentage
R thousand F

Administration 380,595 19.1
Sustainable Resource Use and Management 155,501 7.8
Agriculture Producer Support and Development 813,505 40.7
\Veterinary Services 251,884 12.6
Research and Technology Development Services (121,153 6.1
Agricultural Economics Services 93,179 4.7
Agricultural Education and Training 175,755 8.8
Rural Development 6,010 0.3
Total payments and estimates 1 997 582 100
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